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THERE has been a noble tradition in the art of Obstetrics in Ireland. Our
Universities alone award the Degree of the Bachelor of the Art of Obstetrics.
Unfortunately during the golden age of medicine in Ireland no obstetrician ranked
with Colles, Corrigan, Cheyne, Stokes and others. At the Combined Meeting of the
British, Irish and Canadian Medical Associations held in Dublin in 1976, a lecture
was given on Ireland's contribution to medicine throughout the ages. Mosse was the
only obstetrician mentioned.
James Wolveridge, born in England, graduated from Trinity College, Dublin, in
1664. He practised medicine in Cork. He has been given the credit for writing the
first textbook of midwifery in the English language. Dr Aveling (1884), the well
known obstetric historian, described his book to the London Obstetric Society as the
earliest original work in midwifery in English by an English author. This obviously
may be disputed but it certainly is one ofthe earliest works to appear in English. The
first original work in English was Harvey's "De Geratione Anamilium" in which
one chapter was devoted to "De partu". This fact prompted Aveling to describe
Harvey as the Father of British midwifery. His book was published in 1651 in Latin
and then translated into English and published in 1653. Despite Aveling's claim,
Harvey is better remembered as a physician for he discovered the circulation of the
blood in 1616 and published his findings in his book "De Motu Cordis" in 1628.
There were several earlier books in English but they were translations ofcontinental
authors. "The Birth of Mankynde" was published over one hundred years earlier in
1540. It was a translation of Rosslin's "De Partum Hominis" published in 1532 on
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translation of Rueff's "De Geratione Hominum" published on the continent in
1632.
Wolveridge's book was printed in two editions-the "Irish Midwives Handmaid"
or "Speculum Matricis Hybernicum" in 1670 for the Irish market, and "The Expert
Midwives Handmaid" or "Speculum Matricis" printed in 1671 for the English
market. The books consisted of one hundred and fifty-six pages with eight plates
and twenty-one illustration in the text. They contain an account of midwifery of the
time and do not differ from other authors. Indeed, many of the figures were copied
from the books of Rosslin and Rueff. They may be considered as the forerunners of
the popular "catechism series". The contents are in the form of a dialogue between
doctor and midwife-Dr Philadephos and Mrs Eutrapalia.
In the preface, Wolveridge wrote:
"Go little book, I envy not thy hap,
Mayest thou be dandled in the ladies lap,
I hope the ladies will not thee disdain,
Thou are clean, though in a home-spun dress and plain,
Nor mayest thou to a gawdy garb aspire,
Thy nature idiom is thy best attire".
In spite of the home-spun dress, Wolveridge used both Latin and Greek marginal
notes-hardly a book for midwives of that day or indeed even obstetricians of
today! In the English edition he wrote: "It hath an English dress under an Irish
mantle"-it never being intended for the Irish-"whose fruitfulness is such that
there is scarce one barren amongst them, etc."
Herbert Spencer (1927), another medical historian, suggests that the books are
sheer plagarism from "The Expert Midwife" by Rueff. An appearance of
originality had been given to the work by putting it into the question and answer
form. The frontispiece drawn by Cross of Cork was original. It has two
compartments-the upper representing the midwife, the patient and the infant,
while the lower represents the doctor, midwife and the pregnant woman. Plagarism
was rife at that time and it has been suggested that printers stole copies of books
from one another and published them anonymously. A later anonymous book "The
English Midwife Enlarged" was published in 1682. It copies Wolveridge's book
almost word for word-using the question and answer technique.
There are seven copies of Wolveridge's books, now over three hundred years old,
still available. Two copies of the Irish edition are available, one in the Univeristy of
Lund, Sweden (Essen-Moller 1932) and the other in the Bodelian Library, Oxford.
Five copies of the English edition are extant, in the libraries of the College of
Physicians, Edinburgh, the Medical Library of Manchester University, the College
of Physicians, Dublin, the College of Surgeons, London, and in the College of
Obstetricians, London. There are two manuscript copies in the library of the Royal
Society of Medicine.
Until recent times, most deliveries were performed by handy women, few doctors
being interested. Indeed, the College of Physicians in Dublin refused to examine
Fielding Ould for the degree of Bachelor of Physics at the request of Trinity
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therefore disqualified from obtaining a medical degree! Many of the handy women
were of the Sarah Gamp type as described by Dickens, but in Ireland we had one
whose memory has not been honoured in the way it should. She was Mary Donnelly.
She performed the first successful caesarean section in the British Isles in 1738. This
fact was noted by Smylie in his textbook. Fielding Ould (1742) in his "Treatise of
Midwifery" unhesitatingly condemned this type of operation. He wrote: "I have
taken upon me absolutely to explode the Caesarean Section operation as repugnant
not only to all the rules of Theory and Practice but even humanity". He elaborated
further and described the operation as detestable, and a barbarous illegal piece of
inhumanity.
The description of this historic operation was published in "Edinburgh Medical
Essays and Observations". The details were published by Mr Duncan Stewart,
Surgeon in Dungannon (Stewart 1752) and a letter from Dr King of Armagh City
confirmed the report. The details are as follows:
Alice O'Neill, aged about thirty-five years, Wife to a poor farmer near
Charlemont and Mother to several children, in January, 1738, was taken in
labour, but could not be delivered of her child by several women who
attempted it. She remained in this condition for twelve days; the child was
thought to be dead after the first day.
May Donnelly, an illiterate woman, but eminent among the common people
for extracting dead births, being called, tried also to deliver her in the
common way; and her attempts not succeeding, performed the Caesarean
section operation by cutting with a razor, first the containing parts of the
abdomen, and then the uterus; at the aperture ofwhich she took out thechild
and the secundies. The upper part of the incision was an inch higher, and to
one side of the navel, and was continued down-wards, in the middle betwixt
the right os ilium and the linea albus. She held the lips ofthe wound together
with her hand till one went a mile and returned with silk and the common
needles which tailors use. With these she joined the lips in the manner of the
stitch employed for hare lip; and dressed the wound with white of eggs. The
cure was completed with salves ofthe midwife's own compounding. In about
twenty seven days the patient was able to walk a mile on foot.
She later attended Surgeon Stewart with an incisional hernia which he treated
conservatively. He reported that he met her regularly in Dungannon-the patient
having walked six miles from her home to the town.
It was only in 1889 that the first caesarean sections performed by doctors in which
the mother and child lived were reported. In that year, Sir Arthur Macan (1890) in
the Rotunda performed the operation and Sir John Campbell (1890) of Belfast also
reported successful operations.
Bartholomew Mosse was born in 1712 at Maryborough. Trinity College Medical
School had been established-one year earlier in 1711. He qualified as a surgeon in
1733 and as a licentiate of The King's and Queen's College of Physicians in 1742.
The conditions under which the Dublin poor lived made an indelible impression on
him. He wrote: "Their lodgings are generally in cold garrets open to every wind, or
in damp cellars subject to floods from excessive rains; themselves destitute of
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little infants and the community is at once robbed of mother and child".
With the help of friends he purchased a house in George's Lane, Dublin, and
opened his "lying-in hospital for the poor". It had twelve beds. It opened on 15th
March 1745 and Judith Rochford was the first patient to be delivered in it. The
building is now a cake and wallpaper shop in South Great George's Street, Dublin
(Fleetwood 1951). In the twelve years of its use as a hospital, 3,975 women were
delivered, at a cost of £3,913.13.0d-a hospital administrator's dream! The
maternal death rate was one in one hundred, stillbirths were one in thirty-four
deliveries and neonatal deaths one in seventeen births (Kirkpatrick 1913).
Money was badly needed so Mosse appointed his friends as Governors and raised
money by lotteries. He had two airhs:
1. The relief of the poor pregnant women.
2. The teaching of midwifery.
He had tremendous enthusiasm and vision. He won a prize in a state lottery in
London and on 15th August 1748 he bought four acres and one rood of land on the
North side of Great Britain Street. This is the site of the present Rotunda Hospital.
He planned to build a hospital of one hundred and fifty beds, pleasure gardens and
rooms for entertainment to finance the hospital. The hospital was designed by
Richard Casels, the architect who also designed Carton and Powerscourt Houses.
The hospital was built by direct labour under the direction of Mosse and the
architect. The foundation stone was laid on 24th May 1751 and it opened on 8th
December 1757. Band concerts and garden parties were held during this time to raise
money. In 1754 lotteries were declared illegal but Mosse was fortunate in winning
£2,260 in a Dutch lottery. In the following year he tried to take part in another
Dutch lottery but was arrested in Wales. He escaped from custody but had to swim
the Menai Straits to avoid recapture! The first phase of fifty beds was opened and
Mary Rea and Elizabeth Knight were delivered on the opening day.
Mosse unfortunately died suddenly in February 1759 at the age of forty-seven. His
famous four-poster bed which had been made specially for the Master's bedroom in
the hospital was bought by the late O'Donel Browne in 1944 at a public auction and
so it has been preserved for posterity. Mosse's remains were interred in Donnybrook
cemetery. No trace of his grave could be found in 1847 when Sir William Wilde
commenced to write his life story. Unfortunately for us Sir William lost all the
original notes and record books of the hospital which had been lent to him for the
purpose of his study. The vision of this one man made Dublin one of the foremost
centres of midwifery for many years.
Progress in obstetrics was naturally centred in Dublin for some time to come.
Fielding Ould was appointed second Master. He was born in Galway in 1710. His
grandfather came to Ireland with King William's army. He published his textbook
"A Treatise of Midwifery" in 1742, seventeen years before he became Master of the
Rotunda. In this book he described the mechanism of normal labour for the first
time. He also introduced the management of the third stage which was later
described in more detail by Clarke in 1786 and is now known as the Dublin method
of delivering the placenta. His other claim to fame was the delivery of the Countess
of Mornington of a son in 1769. This son became the Duke of Wellington. There
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written:
Sir Fielding Ould is made a knight,
He should have been a lord by right,
Then the ladies prayer would be,
'O Lord, Good Lord, deliver me'.
During his time as Master he completed the round rooms at the hospital, hence the
usual name of the Rotunda Hospital.
The fetal stethoscope was first used in clinical practice in the British Isles in
Dublin. J. C. Ferguson, a native of Tandragee (Graham 1950), then Professor of
Medicine at Apothecaries Hall, Dublin, was the first doctor to report this in 1830.
He moved to Belfast and his original contribution appeared lost, although O'Donel
Browne (1947) acknowledged his work. Rene Laennec invented the stethoscope in
1819. His pupil Vicomte De Kergaradec applied the stethoscope to the pregnant
abdomen. He thought that he would hear the baby splashing in the liquor but to his
surprise he heard the fetal heart. McAdam who was an Assistant Master in the
Rotunda wrote about the use of the stethoscope in 1832 during the Mastership of
Collins. Evory Kennedy in 1834 published a textbook on the subject and many
people now wrongly give him the credit for introducing the fetal stethoscope into
Ireland.
Its introduction to clinical use was not without controversy. Indeed, Collins had
to defend McAdam. Professor James Hamilton ofEdinburgh was opposed to it and
heated correspondence developed in the medical press. On one occasion Hamilton
wrote: "If you propose to apply the stethoscope to the naked belly of a woman you
may be assured that in this part of the world at least such a proposal would be
indignantly rejected by every young or old practitioner of reputed respectability"
(Ratcliffe 1967).
Many forceps were invented by Dublin obstetricians but only one is in use today.
In 1878, Barnes of London described his forceps and eight years later Neville, who
was then the Assistant Master in the Rotunda, developed his traction handle to fit
that forceps (Neville 1886).
William Featherstone Montgomery was born in Dublin in 1797 and died there in
1859. In 1827 he was appointed as first Professor of Midwifery in the College of
Physicians, Dublin. He was an extremely able doctor and was elected President of
his College for two separate terms of office. Despite this, little is known about him
by local obstetricians until 1958 when the American historian Harold Spreet
included Montgomery's life in the book "Obstetrics and Gynaecological
Milestones". This stimulated Professor J. B. Fleming of Trinity College to seek
further information about him locally (1966).
Before the development of biological and biochemical tests for the diagnosis of
pregnancy the doctor's only means of reaching a diagnosis was by the interpretation
of the various body changes which the pregnant state produced. A series of signs
were named after various authors, for example, Hegar, Jacquemier, Braxton,
Hicks, etc. Breast changes were first adequately described in English by
Montgomery in his book "An Exposition of the Signs and Symptoms of
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Medical Library, Queen's University, Belfast. In the book Montgomery has
produced seven coloured drawings of a patient's breasts from the third to the ninth
month. The patient permitted an artist to do this at each visit. "I believe", wrote
Montgomery, "that such a series of illustrations are now for the first time laid
before the Profession". With each drawing he wrote a long description of the
changes from the preceding month. It is interesting to note that although the fetal
stethoscope had been used in Dublin by Ferguson, Montgomery does not mention it.
In the fourth chapter of his book he discussed the different opinions of authors on
the changes in the areola during pregnancy. He wrote: "These differences are due to
want of sufficient care in observing and accuracy in describing the findings". How
often have similar sentiments been expressed by medical teachers since that time!
Montgomery acknowledged the writings of Roederer on the breast changes. His own
description was more elaborate.
Montgomery published many papers but is best remembered for his signs and
symptoms of pregnancy and the spontaneous amputation of fetal limbs in utero. He
collected a large number of specimens for the Obstetric Museum in the College of
Physicians. In 1859, after his death, it was transferred to Queen's College, Galway.
When the London Obstetric Society was founded Montgomery was elected as an
Honorary Member. On his death, Arneath of Vienna wrote that his name is known
and honoured wherever midwifery is practised. It should be noted that his book is
devoted mainly to changes in the breast, especially the areola, but he is remembered
because his name has been given to the tubercles in the areola.
Montgomery was not attached to any of the well known Dublin Maternity
Hospitals. There were many small maternity hospitals and it is presumed that he
worked in some ofthese. His great grandson was the late Mr H. L. Hardy Greer, for
many years Senior Obstetrician in the Royal Maternity Hospital, Belfast.
Montgomery is buried in Mount Jerome Cemetery, Dublin.
Macafee (1945) described his experience of the conservative management of
attepartum haemorrhage due to placenta praevia. This article was a watershed. It
led to the abandonment of the active management of bleeding due to placenta
praevia early in the third trimester. His policy formulated in the Royal Maternity
Hospital, Belfast, is now adopted in all countries throughout the world. When asked
how he had formulated his plan, Macafee simply stated that he had listened to his
patients. He realised that many patients had several haemorrhages during the latter
months of pregnancy but they did not seek medical help until bleeding occurred at
near full term. Only then did they seek help for themselves because they thought
they might be starting labour. He realised that if these women could go about at
home with impunity they could be kept in hospital to near term and so the baby
would be allowed to become more mature.
During the five years 1932 till 1936, before the conservative treatment was
introduced the maternal loss was 2.6 per cent and the fetal loss was 51.3 per cent.
During the following eight years, using Macafee's conservative technique, the
maternal loss fell to 0.57 per cent and the fetal loss to 23.6 per cent. In 1963, his last
year in active practice, this management resulted in no maternal loss and a fetal loss
of less than 10 per cent.
110"These men have lived their useful day,
And to the shades have passed away.
They handed on the Lamp of Truth,
To light the steps of ardent youth.
And we their age-long heirs to-night,
Must hand it on undimmed and bright".
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
I wish to thank Professor J. B. Fleming, Trinity College, Dublin, Professor Alan Browne, College of
Surgeons, Dublin, Mr Gavin Boyd, F.R.C.O.G., Royal Maternity Hospital, Belfast, and the late Ian
Greer, F.R.C.S., Coleraine, for the loan of books and much helpful advice.
REFERENCES
AVELING, H. (1884). Transactions of the Obstetrical Society ofLondon, 26, 31-32.
BROWNE, O'Donel T. D. (1947). The Rotunda Hospital, E. & S. Livingstone, London.
CAMPBELL, J. (1890). Medical Gazette, London, 8, 1, 105.
COLLINS, J. (1836). A Practical Treatise on Midwifery, Dublin.
ESSEN-MOLLER, E. (1932). Irish Journal ofMedical Science, 82, 312-314.
FLEMING, J. B. (1966). Irish Journal ofMedical Science (VI Series), 485, 169-182.
GRAHAM, H. (1950). Eternal Eve, Heinemann, London, p. 541.
KENNEDY, E. (1830). Obstetric auscultation, Lancet, 1, 495-498.
KING, A. L. (1752). Edinburgh Medical Essays and Observations, 5, 38.
KIRKPATRICK, T. P. C. (1938). Irish Journal ofMedical Science, 577.
KIRKPATRICK, T. P. C., and JELLETT, H. (1913). The Book of the Rotunda, Adlard, London.
MACAFEE, C. H. G. (1945). JournalofObstetrics and Gynaecology ofthe British Empire, 52, (4), 313.
MACAN, A. (1890). Transactions of the Royal Academy ofMedicine in Ireland, 8, 307.
MONTGOMERY, W. F. (1837). An Exposition of the Signs and Symptoms ofPregnancy, Sherwood,
London.
NEVILLE, W. C. (1836). Transactions of the Royal Academy ofMedicine in Ireland, 4, 191.
OULD, F. (1742). Text Book ofMidwifery, Dublin.
RADCLIFFE, W. (1967). Milestones in Midwifery, Wright, Bristol, p. 72.
SPEERT, H. (1958). Obstetrics and Gynaecologic Milestones, Macmillan, London, p. 612.
SPENCER, H. R. (1927). "Speculum Matrics". Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine, 20,
1080-86.
STEWART, D. (1752). Edinburgh Medical Essays and Observations, 5, 37.
WILDE, W. (1846). Memoir of Dr Bartholomew Mosse. Dublin Quarterly Journal ofScience, 2, 112.
WOLVERIDGE, J. (1669). The Expert Midwives' Handbook, Okes, Cork.
111